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The PETI TION of George Drummond Keeper of the” 
Tathoath-of Ediniborot; 


Humbly Shewweth, 
HAT your Petitioner having a Commiſſion from the Good 
Town of EHdmburgh, to be Reon of their Tolbooth, with 
all Fees, Emoluments, -and Privileges which had been 
enjoyed by any ru Era in that Office,and free of all Burdens what- 
foever, he has been in Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Office, by vertue of his 
Right, and all the Perquiſits thereto belonging. 

A great part of his Charge being the Receiving and Keeping of 
Priſoners committed for Crimes, from all places of the Kingdom; 
Your Petitioner was by neceſſary Conſequence obliged to Maintain 
and Aliment them, ( the Parties themſelves being tor the moſt. part 
very poor) and he gave in_.his Accompts from time to time to the 
Lords of Ireaſury,who before the ro 1688 ordered punQtual "Pays 
ment, to be made both of the Aliment and Houſe-dues of ſuch'Pri- 
ſoners, Exceptmg what was due for thoſe who were ſet.at Ts 
pon the General Indemnity juſt Publiſh'd before the Revolutior 4 
mounting to above four Hundred lib. Sterl: of wwe he e 
to be re-imburſed by the Government, and what he at! he 


be taken into Conſideration. 
Your Petitioner has, fince the Revolution,. contin 


Office, and till within theſe 7 Years or thereby,has received be 
Precepts for the ſaid Houſe-dues, .and Aliment jointly to Ac 

from the Lords of I reaſury, and upon the Faith thereof, Ts 
tinue to advance the Aliment of Criminal Priſoners as farmer! 7. But = 
finding that theſe conſtant Out-givings did far exhauſt all his oth Y 3 


' T 
n Bo 


Profits, Your Petitioner was not able to ſupport fo great a Burd of. 4 


_ gave Occafion to Her Majeſty's Advocate, to repreſent'that 
Matter to the Lords of Privy Cl who were pleaſed to deter» . * 

mine, That the Magiſtrats of Edinburgh ſhould pay the Houſe-dues 
of Priſoners Incarcerate for Murder, Theft, and  ſach Crimes,' But 

that both their Aliment and the Houſe-ducs of of Priſoners on account, - 
and-by.order of the Government, Gus the F 
and recommended Your 7k to 

Efie&;as the A& it (elf dated 3 of Ocfober ee mar! 
bears:But upon ER given in 'dy the Good wa 
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ing, That the Government had been.in conſtant Uſe tomake woawy © 
of both theſe Charges,and that they are ſo to continue by the late A 
of Security, as alſo, That Sheriffs at Clearing of their Equies are in 
uſe to get large Allowance on the account of Pablick Prifoners, which 
demonſtrates, That theſe are a Charge on the Government; there 
was a ſtop put to the Sentence, to your Petitioner's great Loſs and 
Diſappointment. | : 
There being no further Procedure in this Bufineſs fince that time, 
and it being of very Great Moment to your Petitioner,to have ſome 
Certainty to depend on, he 1s neceffitate with all Humility, to lay 
his Caſe before Your Grace and the Right Honourable the Eftates 
of Parliament, and begs leave to repreſent, 
That his Charge, being a very great Truft, obliges him to find 
Caution for a greater Value than any other Office in the Kingdom; 
That it binds him to conſtant Attendance, and to keep many Ser- 
vants, for whom he is anſwerable ; That beſides, your Petitioner 
and his Cautioners are obnoxious to the conſtant Hazard of the E- 
ſcape of Priſoners and otherwiſe, and did — ſuſtain the Loſs of 
near 300 lib. Sterlmg by the breaking up the I olbooth ſummarly, 
without any Warrant from the Government,about five Years ago. 
All this being confidered, your Petitioner 1s firmly perſwaded, 
That the Fees and Emoluments, belonging to his Office, (of which 
the Aliment and Houſe-dues of Criminal Priſoners make a great 
part) will be thought but a ſuitable Recompenſe for his Trouble & 
Charge, eſpecially ſeeing his Claim is expreſfly founded on his Pri- 
| vate Right. He. 
Meier has an entire Confidence, that the Wiſdom, Ju- 
2K... ftice,and Goodneſs of Your Grace and the High Court of Parliament, 
Sz will fall on ſome effetual Means,to refound your Petitioner of theſe 
Sms xz ef part of which he hath advanced out of his Pocket on 
FSunt, ( the laying out whereof has been a very 
SEETgon all his other Bufineſs ) and if he be not re-imbur- 
What 1s due of bygone Debts, and Provifion made for Relief 
wecoming, he and his numerous Family will be' inevitably 
which will be very hard after fo long and Faithful Service. 
Stecing befides his faid Loſs at the Revolution, and in manner a- 
Cve-ſpecified, there is Reſting to your Petitioner the Sum of 12501: 
wer. or thereby. And that at preſent there are ſeveral Criminals in 
FFrilon, to be brought to Tryal, who are at the Point of Starving, 
unleſs ſome ſpeedy Remedy be applyed. 

May it therefore pleaſe Tour Grace © the Right Honourable the Eflates 
of Parliament, to determine, who ſhall be Iyatle in Payment of the 
foreſaid Houſe-dues and Altment of Crmmal Priſoners; and to lay 
down ſome efjeciual Rule, by which not only the Bygones may be paid 

' up, bit Tour Petitioner have ſome Certainty to dep on for Payton 
t the ſame miime comme. And TO all ever Pray,&c, 
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